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Document title Cross-referencing of BSAP actions to MSP related actions of the updated BSAP 
Code 3-4 
Category INF 
Agenda Item 3 – Development of the regional MSP framework 
Submission date 14.4.2021 
Submitted by HELCOM Secretariat 
Reference   
This is document was submitted after the submission deadline. 

Background 
HELCOM 42-2021 pointed out that it should be analyzed how the proposed actions fit under the management 
objectives and that the actions could be presented in association with the relevant management objectives, 
if found suitable based on the analysis. In this document, the actions have been placed under relevant 
management objectives. 

DG BSAP 5-2021 agreed that the cross-referencing of actions in different segments of the BSAP will be 
handled by coding the actions and including the relevant codes for reference, both in the lists of actions in 
the BSAP itself and as part of the supplementary information. DG BSAP 5-2021 invited the Secretariat to make 
the first proposal on the cross-references to be reviewed by DG BSAP. In this document, the codes of actions 
that are linked to other actions in different segments are marked in the column “cross-reference”. 

The task of cross-referencing is still ongoing but this document presents an extract of the BSAP actions from 
biodiversity and sea-based segments related to MSP which have spatial implications. 

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to : 

- take note of the information that some actions can be used for planning work of the WG. 
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Cross-referencing of BSAP actions to management objectives with 
horizontal segments of the updated BSAP 
 

Biodiversity segment 
The following management objectives have been agreed for the biodiversity segment: 

- Effectively managed and ecologically coherent network of marine protected areas 

- Minimize disturbance of species, their habitats and migration routes from human activities 

- Human induced mortality, including hunting, fishing, and incidental bycatch, does not threaten the 
viability of marine life 

- Effective and coordinated conservation plans and measures for threatened species, habitats, 
biotopes, and biotope complexes 

- Reduce or prevent human pressures that lead to imbalance in the foodweb 

Code Actions Cross-
reference 

Provisional theme: Spatial conservation measures  

Provisional topic: Spatial coverage of conservation measures  

BE02/ 
BE03/ 
BE04/ 
BN02/ 
BN01/ 
BN03 

 

By (2030) at the latest, establish a resilient, regionally coherent, effectively and equitably 
managed, ecologically representative and well-connected system of [HELCOM/ ] marine 
protected areas [supported by other spatial conservation measures under alternative 
regimes for marine protection, which can and should contribute to the coherence of the 
network].Where scientifically justified, special attention should be given to offshore areas 
beyond territorial waters.  

The network of protected areas shall: 

-        cover at least 30% of the marine area of the Baltic sea, of which at least 1/3 shall be 
strictly protected. [Designation of MPAs should conform to the HELCOM MPA designation 
guidelines.]  

- Where scientifically justified, consider to include no-use zones within strictly protected 
areas, which can also serve as scientific reference areas.  

-        expand conservation efforts to actively include areas of particular importance for 
biodiversity and ecosystem resilience, including important ecosystem elements such as 
species or areas recognized to be ecologically significant based on function for the 
ecosystem/provisioning of ecosystem services and broad habitat types, but which may 
not necessarily be rare or threatened. 

HAN05, 
HAN06 

Provisional topic: Other Effective Area-based Conservation Measures (OECM’s)  

BE06/ 
BE07 

[By 2022] come to a common understanding of the OECMs criteria and their use in 
HELCOM, based on definitions agreed in CBD and the EU, and define [if/how] OECMs can 
support the coherence of the MPA network and the spatial conservation target of 
protecting 30% of Baltic Sea marine area. By [2025] identification of OECMs in the Baltic 
Sea region. 
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Code Actions Cross-
reference 

Provisional topic: Coherence of the MPA network  

BE08/ 
BE09/ 
BE10 

 

The coherence of the MPA network shall be periodically assessed at least every 10 years, 
the next such assessment to be carried out by [2025]. By [2027] the results from the 
coherence assessment are to be used to take appropriate actions to ensure conservation 
and resilience of biodiversity, and to identify possible spatial conservation expansion 
needs to improve coherence.  (Provisionally agreed by HELCOM 42-2021) 

 

BE11 Ensure that by [2030] the HELCOM MPA network inter alia provides specific protection to 
species and biotopes listed as regionally threatened or near threatened in the HELCOM 
Red Lists. (Provisionally agreed by HELCOM 42-2021) 

 

 

Code Actions Cross-
reference 

Provisional theme: Conservation of species  

Provisional topic: Conservation of seabirds  

BE15/ 
BN05 

 

Maintain an updated map of the sensitivity of seabirds to threats such as wind energy 
facilities, wave energy installations, shipping and fisheries. Complete, as a first step, the 
mapping of migration routes, staging, moulting and breeding areas based on existing 
data by [2022], By [2025] further develop these maps by incorporating new data, post-
production investigation information and addressing the subject of cumulative effects 
from these activities in space and time. 

HAN05, 
HAN06 

BE17 To by the next update cycle of the marine spatial plans seek to incorporate the produced 
maps in the work concerning maritime spatial planning to avoid that maritime activities 
impair seabirds and their habitats. (Provisionally agreed by HELCOM 42-2021) 

HAN05, 
HAN06 

 

Code Actions Cross-
reference 

Provisional theme: Conservation of habitats and biotopes  

BE31 Map ecosystem services and the present and potential spatial distribution of key 
ecosystem components, including habitat forming species such as bladder wrack, 
eelgrass, blue mussel and stoneworts Baltic-wide, by [2025]. 

 

 

Code Actions Cross-
reference 

Provisional theme: Enabling ecosystem-based management  

Provisional topic: Spatial pressure and impact assessment  

BE44 

 

To identify by [2022] data needs for spatial pressure and impact assessment of human 
activities, including cumulative impacts, and implement by [2024] at latest methods for 

HAN04 
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mapping and assessment of adverse effects on the ecosystem of human activities in the 
Baltic Sea region 

 

Sea-based activities 
Code Actions Cross-

reference 

Provisional theme: Seabed loss and disturbance  

SN39 Strengthening MPAs management including regulation for relevant human activities 
to not compromise the conservation objectives in/or nearby MPAs 

HAN06 

 

Horizontal actions segment 
Theme: MSP 

Code Actions Cross-
reference 

HAN04 

 

Utilize Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) applying an ecosystem-based approach to 
support BSAP-objectives and targets and contributing to sustainable sea-based 
activities 

 

HAN05 

 

Use MSP as a tool to signal areas of high nature value as identified in marine 
environmental management 

BE02/ BE03/ 
BE04/ BN02/ 
BN01/ BN03, 
BE17 

 

HAN06 

 

Implement MSPs with the aim to steer sea-based activities away from areas where 
they can cause serious damage or disturbance 

BE02/ BE03/ 
BE04/ BN02/ 
BN01/ BN03, 
BE17  
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